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LIGHTS UP cn THE HOUSE. Morning. A
pile of possessions: books, CDs,
clothes, oddities. NEIL takes things

‘-n.* from the pile and Tosses them into cne
L

&

AN

“Tue PurtuiT 0 AP PIVESS ™

of twoe cardboard boxes. He takes
something from one box and puts it in
the other, Thinks, then puts ir back.
There’'s some kind of system here but
it s all bresking down.

SfA”- ANNIE enters, looking good.
v -

ANNIE
cu're still here.

NEIL
I live here. Reasmember?

ANNIE
You're usually gone by now, What exactly are you doing?

NEIL
Getting rid of stuff. One box is stuff to save, the other is
stuff I nevar want to see again.

ANNIE watches him tessing things into
the boxes.

ANNIE
Which is which?

NEIL
I don't know, it keepsz changing.

ANNIE
Did ghe leave?

NEIL
Twenty minuates age. Running late, as usual. Flying cut of
Mere with wet hair and a bagel.

ANNIE
Neil, 40 you undersrand what's going on with her?

NEIL
No. But I'm okay with that becausge I never did.

ANNIE
Well I used to understand her. oOr thought I did.
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NEIL
The longer I live the less I understand. I think I used to
be wizse, Oy did a damn good isk faking it.

ANNIE
Ehe’s a waitress. Not an actress-waitress or an artist-
waltress or a mime-waltress —

NEIL
Thank the good lord for that—

ANNIE
She's a waitregs whe brings people food. My heart is
breaking.

NEIL
She isn't a waitress. That place she goes isn’t &
restaurant, It’'s a shelter.

ANNTE

Is that supposed to make me feel better? We failed her. And
there’s nothing we can do. How did this happen? ALl the
time I apent playing with her when ahe was litrtle, all .those
tiresome games and I alwaye let her win becauss of hay self-
esteem, even though we both know that’s not my true nature.

i wanted to win as mueh as she did. And believe me 1 could
ave.

(beat)
Aran't you going to be lata?
NEIL
I'm not going in teday.
ANNIE
Why not?
WETL
Why would I7?
]
ANNIE
Well...it’'s your job.
NEIL

I guess I'm having trouble with that whole concept right now.

ANNIE
What's going on? Are you qguitting?

NEIL
I'm just taking it a day at & time. Like alcoholism. See
what transpires.
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ANNLE
Can you do that? Don’'t they need rc know if you’'re going to
be thera?
‘ NEIL
You could die in these cubicles. They wouldn’'t even know
} till weeks later when they called you in te get fired,
She watches NEIL throwing things in the
boxes and changing his mind.
ANNIE
You know what I wisgsh? I wish...
g NEIL
T What?
ANNIE
I wish we had more money. Then we wouldn’'t have to think
about it.
1
‘ NEIL

l If we had more money we'd think about it mora.

ANNIE
I mean a lot more. It would just always ba there--a big
shiny pile of money smliling down on us. Ahd we wouldn’t ever
have to think about it. But we'd know in our hearts it was

there,
NEIL
| Sounds like love,
: ANNIE
Well? Wouldn’t that be nice?
NEIL .
What would you think about if you didn’t think akout money?
ANNTE
Boy., I don't know, 1'd have hours and hours and hours to
fill... '
NEIL

Well rhat’'s what I've been thinking about. The thing=zs you
don‘t think about when you think about money. You should try
1r, Annle,

ANNIE
Maybe you should think akout it a little more.

NEIL
Why?

" IRE_PulluiTr o6



AxvE o/

“THE PURSUT of HAMJESE

WRITICTEURR  VRIZMM FROM-LARUNA PLAYMOUSE EXECUTIUE OFF)CES 9493768186 T-237  P.01G/018  F-4)8

4.

ANNIE
Undsr the ¢ircumstances we need money, Neil, I didn‘t make
up the rules, it’'s just the way it 18. God, I feel like I'm
talking to Jodi.

NEIL
The circum&tancuslhave changed. I was werking to send her to
collega. If ghe isp't going then why am 1 workingy

ANNIE
But. what about us? %o live the way We want to live, we need
more than we have.

NEIL
To live the way J want to live I need to get rid of the
things that are choking me. I need to Breathe. I just
need...leass.

ANNIE
50 1 need more and you need lmgs?

NEIIL,
That's a tough ¢empromise, isn't ig?

ANNIE
Maybe you don't want to compromise anymore, Neil.

NETL
Like I said, circumstances have changad. From the night she
was born, it all unspooled like a dream. We livead our livas
through her. Well, now I'm waking up.

ANNIE
And you think I'm still asleep?

NEIL
1 honestly don't know what you are, Annie.

ANNIE '
I'm going out for a while.

NEIL
Why are you looking like that?

ANNIE
Like what?

NEIL

Annie. You look so good,

ANNTE
Thank you.
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NEIL

Too good.
({oeat)

Where are you golng?

ANMIE
T don't xnow. I just need to get away. fE; l 63435 .

ANNIE leaves. pNE]IL is alone with the
boxes, dividigh things ud.

a FOOD COURT. ANNIE 4=
® with an enormous drink,

Waiting.

SPUD appyghaches. Ha has a coat On over
some ki of uniform. He also has an
enormouf drink in hand.

SPUD
Sorry I'm late.

ANNTS

Haven’'t I been humiliated
waiting in a Food Court. |

ough, Spud? Pleage don't keep me

¢razy day, I couldn’t g

{re: drfnk)
No thanks, T think Il just work on this for tha next few
days. F
(sudgfin rage)
How =an this be a ghall drink?

¥ SPUD
God, I've missedjyou, Annie, Are you alright?

: ANNIE
f to leave home, I couldn’t take the way they

shut up. I hag
o me. You promised you'd get Jodi into Bowen.

ware Leoking

' SFUD
I did what Ijfcould.

ANNIE

But it juscfwasn‘'t encugh, was it?

SPUD
Actually, it was too much. Y got carried away, made a big
gpeach, rold'em [f they rejected Jodr tThen They wers

rejecting .me.



